Taking care of cassava

Easy ways to manage pest and disease
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How do I take care of my Cassava
crop and manage pest and disease?
Cassava pests and diseases are becoming more common in South-East Asia.
Diseases such as Cassava Witches Broom and Cassava Mosaic Disease are
spreading in Cambodia.
Many farmers don’t know what to do about these diseases.
Pest and disease on your crop can reduce your yield and your ability to sell
and get a good price for your Cassava.
This pamphlet shares some simple and low-cost ways you can manage pest
and diseases to have a healthy cassava crop and good yields.

4 simple and low-cost ways you can manage pest
and diseases to have a healthy cassava crop and
good yields:

1. Select healthy planting material
2. Remove and burn diseased plants
3. Monitor and treat pests
4. Improve soil health
There are other good management practices such as talking to and working
with neighbours and friends to prevent the spread of disease, cleaning tools,
and selecting Cassava varieties that are resistant to pests and diseases.
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1. Select healthy planting material
Choose healthy planting material without signs
of pest and disease
If available, choose varieties that are resistant
to pest and disease
Do not buy or use stakes that have signs of pest
and disease.
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1.

2.

Where possible, use your own
stems that you know are healthy
rather than buying stems and store
them in the shade until ready
to use.

Check your stakes for pests and
diseases. Discard any stakes that
have irregular nodes, sprouts,
brown streaks or pests.

3.

4.

Cut stakes to the appropriate
length (15-30cm long) and try to
use stakes with a good diameter
(2-4cm) and with regular nodes
(roughly every 5cm).

Plant the good stakes in your field.
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2. Remove and burn diseased plants

Steps for managing disease

1.

2.

Monitor fields regularly for sign of
disease

Remove any diseased plants by
pulling the whole plant out from
the roots.
Do not leave a healthy-looking
stem from a diseased plant.

3.
Removing and burning diseased
plants is the most important
thing you can do to protect
your cassava crop.

Cassava Witches Broom disease

Cassava Mosaic Disease

Monitor your crop for signs of disease such as Cassava Witches Broom disease
and Cassava Mosaic Disease which can spread quickly and affect your crop.
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3. Monitor and treat pests

Steps for managing pests

Monitor your crop regularly for pests. Some pests will come and go or may
be controlled naturally (for example, when it rains). For other pests, you
can remove the affected part of the plant or apply an approved pesticide.

White flies are generally
on the underside of leaves

1.

2.

Check your crop for pests every
2 - 4 weeks.

If you only find a small number
of pests, you can leave them alone
or manage them naturally.

Red spider mites first attack
mature leaves on the lower
part of the plant

3.
Pesticides can be used, particularly if there is a large outbreak of pests

Mealy bug is often found in
new growth or leaf-buds
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However, pesticides can be harmful to your health and the environment.
If you use pesticides, make sure you use them safely. Only use registered
chemicals and always read the label and wear protective clothing when
using them.
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Steps for healthy soils

1.

2.

Weed your fields or apply mulch to
reduce plant competition.

Apply organic matter such as manure
or compost to your soils.

3.

4.

Intercrop with legumes to return
nutrients to the soil.

Consider rotating cassava with maize
or legumes to reduce soil erosion
and improve soil health.

4. Improve Soil Health
Poor soil health can result in low yields and increased damage from pests
and diseases.
Simple practices like weeding, composting, mulching, and rotating cassava
with maize or legumes can reduce erosion, improve soil health and
increase yield.
These may be time consuming, but they have many positive benefits for
your field.

Nutrient deficiency
in cassava
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Soil erosion

Mulching to
manage weeds
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About this pamphlet
This pamphlet is based on discussions between a group of farmers and
researchers held in North-West Cambodia in December 2018.
The pamphlet has been produced to share knowledge from these
discussions to help other Cambodian farmers manage pest and disease
in their cassava crop.

We would like to hear from you!
Please let us know if you found this pamphlet helpful or have any questions
or suggestions.
You can get in contact with us via:
Mr. Phan Sophannara
Chief of Agronomy Department
Pailin Department of Agriculture
Tel: 012/093 648045
Dr Brian Cook
Project Leader, Uptake of agricultural technologies and best practices
amongst farmers in Battambang and Pailin provinces, Cambodia
E-mail: brian.cook@unimelb.edu.au

www.facebook.com/NextGenInnovativeFarming/
https://farmerdecisionmaking.com
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